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SUMMARY                                                         _    _  

SB 890 advances the goals of Proposition 1 by 

making significant investments in California’s 

aboveground water storage and conveyance 

infrastructure. Specifically, SB 890 will establish the 

Water Storage and Conveyance Fund to expand and 

restore water conveyance and storage capacity by 

completing the funding requirements for Sites 

Reservoir and augmenting the budget to repair four 

main Central Valley canals. 

 

BACKGROUND                                    _               _    

In 2014, voters approved Proposition 1, which secured 

substantial funding for water infrastructure. Several 

water storage projects, including Sites Reservoir, were 

approved under Proposition 1. Unfortunately, a 

cumbersome permitting process and lack of sufficient 

funds due to increasing costs have guaranteed that no 

new water storage has been built in the seven years 

since its passage. 

 

Completion of Sites Reservoir would ensure an 

additional 1.5 million acre-feet of water is stored 

during wet years and made available to farms, cities, 

and rural communities during times of drought.  

 

California’s Central Valley canals are in severe need 

of repair. Canal diversion and conveyance capacity 

have degraded due to substantial land subsidence 

caused by regional groundwater overdraft. 

 

For example, the southernmost third of Friant-Kern 

has lost 60 percent of its ability to carry water and 

farms, cities, and rural communities that rely on the 

canal are losing up to 300,000 acre-feet of water per 

year in deliveries. Similarly, the diversion capacity 

of the Delta-Mendota Canal has decreased 30% at 

its terminus. 
 

The Legislature has a rare window of opportunity to 

fund these critical water infrastructure projects by 

using some of the $12 billion in excess taxpayer 

revenues already collected. Under state law, when 

revenues exceed the state’s spending limit (the 

Gann Limit), infrastructure projects may be 

financed using revenue from the General Fund.  
 

Despite parts of California getting record amounts of 

rainfall in October and December, the majority of the 

state’s major reservoirs remain far below historical 

averages and state leaders must eliminate the red 

tape and obstacles that stall or kill water storage and 

conveyance projects behind the scenes.  
 

California is heading into its third year of severe 

drought conditions. The need for reliable and 

dependable water storage infrastructure and 

conveyance is vital. The completion of Sites Reservoir 

and repairs on the Central Valley canals would go a 

long way toward preserving public health, protecting 

the environment, and maintaining economic viability. 

 

EXISTING LAW                                                   __   

Proposition 1—Water Quality, Supply, and 

Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014—authorized 

$7.12 billion in general obligation bonds for state 

water supply infrastructure projects. 

 

THIS BILL                                                         _   _    

SB 890 provides $2.6 billion to complete the funding 

of Sites Reservoir and $685 million to repair the 

Friant-Kern/Delta-Mendota Canals and the San Luis 

Field/San Joaquin Divisions of the California 

Aqueduct.  
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