
 
 

  

 

PRESS RELEASE 
Fresno Chamber brings together local businesses, 

elected leaders to address burdensome COVID regulations  
 

Fresno, CA (December 11, 2020) – The Fresno Chamber of Commerce, Senator Andreas Borgeas, Assemblymember Jim 

Patterson, and other business owners and community leaders will hold a press conference Friday, December 11 at 11 a.m. to 

request a fact-based, data-driven, and consistent approach to new COVID-19 related restrictions such as mandatory business 

closures. 
 

Organizers of the event recognize the significance of the current public health emergency and shares concerns over healthcare 

system capacity, and support CDC-recommended actions, including mask-wearing and social distancing protocols. However, the 

very survival of many small businesses, which make a major impact on the local and statewide economy, has been threatened by 

these measures despite a lack of clear evidence to support mandates. 
 

“Newsom’s actions have resulted in the closure of hundreds of businesses and put thousands of people out of work in our 

community. Now, in the middle of the holiday season, families and livelihoods are once again being devastated. The lack of 

federal stimulus support or expanded unemployment benefits is a slap in the face to business owners and employees who are 

suffering,” said Fresno Chamber President/CEO Nathan Ahle. “We cannot continue to watch state officials put forth inconsistent, 

unrealistic, and economically catastrophic mandates without justifying their actions with factual, localized data.” 

 

In addition to seeking data to back new state directives, the Chamber is also announcing its support of Senate Bill 74, Senator 

Borgeas’ Keep California Working Act. SB-74 would invest $2.6 billion in grants (10 percent of California’s projected surplus) to 

help small businesses and employees that have sustained financial losses during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

“California’s businesses and employees have made tremendous sacrifices to protect the health of our communities,” Borgeas said. 

“If the Governor is going to mandate businesses close, then they deserve a more aggressive investment in relief efforts.” SB-74 

has been introduced with an urgency clause so that it can take effect immediately upon approval. 
 

The Press Conference will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, December 11 in front of the State of California Building on Mariposa 

Mall (Mariposa and O Street). Speakers will be available for questions following their remarks.  

 

The Fresno Chamber of Commerce is one of the largest business organizations in the Central Valley, with approximately 1,200 member 

businesses representing over 74,000 employees. The Chamber’s mission is to “promote and support the success of the regional business 

community through effective advocacy, education and relationship building. 
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